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Written by Father HAR COU RT the ]eluit, 
lately Executed ; Concerning taking the Oaths of Sypre- 
macy and Allegiance, 


| ———_—_— 


| Pon 3 late ſearch in Herefordſbire, the enſuing Letter was 
found by a Juſtice of the Peace ina Papiſt's Houle, very 

choicely laid up amongſt a parcel of Crucifixes, Reliques, 

and .Popiſh Trinkets : It was. written as from 4 H/oman, 

as ſome Expreſſions would make one believe ; But both the Matter, 
Style and Characer, evidently ſhew'd it tobe in Truth from ſome 
Feſuit or PopiſÞ Prieſt, whonow commonly maintain their Corre- 
ipondencies in the Names; and by the Mediation of thein, Female- 
i[ciples. For as that Sex is by Nature ignoratit, Swperſtitiows, and 
pertinacious in their Opinions ,, ſo theſe crafry Seducers imitating 
their Father,: the Original Deceiver, make ſpecial uſe of theſe weaker 

Feſſels, to imbibe and propagate their falſe Docrines. | 

The Author. of chis Epiltl therefore, is generally reported, and 
on good grounds believ d to. be; no other than that COINY 
Traitor, Father /Y. Harcourt, the Jeſwt,. 
ters of the Name ſubſeribed,. agree with his; and that 'r15, certaia he 
was intimately Familiar inthat Family, andat that time ſculking up 
and down the Countrey ; as alſo, becaule lome acquainted with his 
Hand-writiog;conclude it to be of the ſame Charatter. And though 
the matter thereof ſeem to be good by commertdable, as Pereug 
; : ings 


as well, becauſe the Let- 
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ding, Or i you pleaſe, giving leave to Papiſts, todo that whichia it 


ſelf 19 moſt /awf#/, and no more than their ny , yet the mana a 
grorinds on which nw is here adviſed, ntly kenrach ; thac 

tis done meetly to ſerve a prefent Turn, ys elude the Law 
Swearing in ſuch an abſtruſe Equivocaring ſence, as renders t 
Government never the more {ccure. :. The neceflary preſervation 
whereof, way the grand end for whichtheſe Oaths were originally 
enjoyn d, and tilt 1 impos ;'d.——The Letter ov | 


Dear Couſin, 


Am glad to bear you continue ſo we frer your 9 gr Bargaws , for 
7 4 r4id all our Friends bad wite fu been 
fo diſturbed and Letters ate ſo uncertain, that one cg not truſt any 
but by a ſpecial Meſſenger, 4d ſearce fo. {7 have been a9 | 
py «s you, but the ſudden Frights of Searchers, which 7 fear d mi 
4 ave plundes'd"m \ All; and, hurried wyigood Grorkwan #0 fk, in 
cauſed « Miſcarriage, guns went bender h me, they ' Child-bearing. 
The Times are'ſaa at preſe wy "axed aro nr mor wer fpond, a little 
Patience may -mend. all. - A affords but ho News, apd 


how the Great Wheel turns, 7 7. not PTS" ram” hope and pray for gh the. 


beſt, Veare all mell as yet,..at our litite. Pathmos., 'a#d after ſeriog: 
Examination and Advice, which me think fit to communicate to you, and 
the reſt of our Friends ;* Approve of it as requilite far 4 Catholick max 
to expreſs his true Loyalty in ſuch Circumſtences to his i OE by takin 
the Oaths , when neceſſitated thereunto." For though there be mwc 
harſhneſs i» the words, as to exclude our Acknowledgment and Adhe- 
rence by Faith and Obedience wnto our purely Spiritual Head ;. yet lince 
we be admitted ro make our own Sence, a Foieep whoeves Swe gs 
cannot be hindred by any words impos'd from "in ſutb Se 
4 is agreeable to his own underftanding; ſo that 7 we o 
within ſuch bounds as the Citholick Charch ad our Duty allows, that 
#, only acknowledging & Temporal Power over Spirituals, as Context: 
tious Courts due to the T: enporal Sword' # wot iu Foro Conſtientiz, 
« by the Proviſo in the Statute Quinto  Elizaberhe be; tt OY "PLA 
Thereſe to take off this lgnominiousCenfure our All 
giance, and let the Forld know that we may give to zfar at: w/e: 2us, 
we may not refuſe the Oaths whin leg uy Fri 6 Men ar ſh 
# time when Catholics He una ry* Suſpictons (nd: Scandals, 
point of Zoyalty, which tis an indiſpenſable Duty, retur f VILE al, 
& prevent to the utmoſt of our power, and this eſpecially when we' 
ie tothe Rigour of the ents”? 'as formerly nf only to-allow 
efty's Supream, 7 em mo Po fo rm retone and Wo 
Sei ' Power, ohichs the S, ons 
far Sonts.” Withour denying God bis Right; 1 fre. 7A tr in loo 
ce to rhe King, tha prinal C 53 ve Power \ , ch wy om his 
"eftors gave tothe hore it to ij 
Fuſtice thanthefirſt Framer of one ff hif ' Oaths jan it dr 
dh the Church, and Anſorping its Power : ER he now © os poſſe T; 
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the Church- Ziv ings, and had not he the Authority iy the Spiritual Courts, 
upon every diſagreeing , the wy oy Contentlow or beſt mowuied Liti- 
ants wowld -ppeat toRome , would be as inconvenient to our 
Peace as thoſe harſh words, which ſome devout Catholicks now ſexuple at, 
tho ugh without reaſon ; when rard/re Re witors heve fi nificd their 
Comcarregee, Le For when the . LENITIVE mitted, by 
owning the King hab} ſuch 4 Temporal EET LE Power bee tuals, 
we do not deny the purely ly Sptrirnal Power of our Shpream Paſtor, A 
for. Example, The P Re e creates 4 Biſhop ives bim Power to admi. 
nifter Sacraments , eye the Per of the may 5 given to St, Peter by 
our Stviour : Bus * twas Conſtantine gave Sr. ylveſter his T\ L006 ral 
Command, and had Croftureind his reaflum'd it again, he had but 
fre 6 * Father's Now then when all the ents be in the 
y acknomle age the £ pie the paths: Head, Let the 
ed to the wreh oy 


mather . arias 


RY, 


eVer am 


Ap! the 12th. 1679, 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate Couſin 
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Jha way fp2-rided 3, W H. 
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Though tliis Letter be written, 1 ſo. ftrange and affected cloudy 
Style, and thole words, Miſcarriage, Child-bearing , Hucband, 8&0 
calt in to make it the better pals for a Woman's Penning, which yet 
poſſibly may have ſome other determinate meaning, well known 
by Confederacy amongſt the Correſpogdents; yet the main dritt 
of it ſeems plain enough. to be the Ggnifcation of ſome Diſpenfa- 
tion lately granted to Exglib Papiſts, to take the Oaths, and this 
merely fuired to the preſent Tundate of Aﬀairs, to avoid the Penal- 
ties of the Laws, prevent Scandal, and. poſſeſs Proteſtants with a 
good opinion of their Loyalty : The better to. diſpoſe zealous and 
{crupulous Roman Catholicks thereunto, here is the. uſe of Equivo- 
cation recommended, and ſuch an unaccountable diſtin&tion fratned 
about Teagres Powerin Spirituals, and that {6 warily laid down, 
that the Jeſuits may at any time give 2 different or clean contrary 
Interpretation, whenever Op tunity and their Toterefk thall re- 
goire it.  'By theſe, and the like dealings of theſe Men, we mayevi- 

ently perceive that they make' uſe of Religion only as a Politick 
Engin , which they manage variouſly at their pleaſure , as it may 
be moſt ſerviceable to their Deſigns :. And that there is no Oath, 
Teſt, or.Obligation, which by the help of an Equivocation and a 
DiſtiaRtion*they cannot accept, and preſently evade or break 
O32, #6 a3 ep 
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